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NEW INSTVCTION + 
OF PLOWING AND SET- | 

TING OF CORNE, HANDLED 
| 'IN MANNER OF A DIALOGVE | 


berweenea Ploughmananda 
Scholler, 


IV herein is proued plainely that Plowing and | 


Serting, is much more profitable and leſle 
chargeable,than Plowingand 
SOWINng. 
By Epvvanryd Maxey. Gent, 


He that withdraweth the Corne,the people will curſe him: but bleſiing 
ſhallbe pon the head of him that ſelleth Corne. Prou.11.26. 
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TO THE RIGHT VW OR- 


SHIPEVL SIR RicHard MaRTEN 
KNIGHT, MASTER'OF HER 


MATESTIES MYNT, ALDERMAN, 
and twiſe Lord <Maior of the Citie 

of London. X 
SIT is well krowne (right Wor- 
y ſhipfull)how greata benefac- 
tor and furtherer you haue 
been to many good workes 
and profitable to the Com» 

PYeg.o wv mon-wealth: for by yourim- 
ployments, the inhabitants of ſundric parts of 
England and Wales, haue gained for many 
yeeres, many thouſand pounds yeerely. How 
much then thoſe poore are bound to praiſe God 
for you,and ſuch as further the like good works, 
all wiſe men acquainted with your great charge 
and trauell can teſtifie,which1 thought worthy 
to be publiſhed, and left in memorie tor other 
ages yet to come,to your great commendation 
and j incouragement of others, to follow your 
good example. And now ( right Worſhiptull) 
callingto minde my former time ſpent in Huſ- 


Az bandricz 


The Epiſtle Deaicatorie 
bandrie; the moſt ſweete and comfortable kind 
of life to all yertuous minds (that Adamspoſte- 
ritic canenioy) if it were not for the wickednes 
| of ſeruants, who diſcourage many induſtrious 
minds; and ſeeingan vnskiltull Pamphlet (cal- 
lod God ſpeede the Plough) to be fo long vnan+- 
ſwered, ſet foorth by ſome Nouice in Husban- 
dric,as ſhould appeare as well by his writing,as 
that hefaithin the ſame,it is none ot his profeſ- 
fion; which hath and may doe much hurt by 
diſſwading men from ſo profitable an imploy- 
ment as the ſetting of Corne; which when I 
conſidered, and remembring that had ſpent 
_ themoſt part of thirtie yeeres in Husbandrie: [ 
aduentured to publiſh this little Treariſe, for 
the inſtruRion of thoſe thar will be perſwaded 
to practiſe this kind of excellent and profitable 
worke: which with my ſelfe deſire to be 
proteRed by your accuſtomed [o- 
uing fauour towards me. 


Tours tobe commaunded, 


EDvv. MAXEY. 


DD 


TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER 


© Hereas there are two bookes written con- 
& cerning the ſetting of Corne : the firſt 
commending it, the ſecond diſeraci 

2s it; both of thens diſcourſing ſo Schot. 
I /erlike, that the plaine Countrie Huſ- 
TE>S band man,cannot indge which of them 
hath moſt skill for inſtruction in this 

EIT kinde of Husbandrie', and perceinin 
that the ſecond treatiſe (called God ſpeede the Plough) hat 
diſſwaded great numbers from the prattiſe of ſetting of Corne: 
I was aduiſed andreſolued to aduenture the publike cenſuring of 
this Inſtruttion. Wherein 1 deſire to proue how much more a_ 
_—— Plowing and Setting will be in all places,and that 


both theſe profitable inſlruments may right well be vſed in their \ 1; | 
| bi lace in thefields, to ne 
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}- «xe ,wherein you indenour to corretFandieach an-Arttwhich 
yon acknowledge is none of your profeſcion,& to hane conſidered 
how eaſelie for ther rpm our Engliſh Nation are diſſwaded 
from good cauſes ,either for the glorie of God, or the honour and 
profit of their Prince and Countrie for though it be true, that 
very fewe innouations in the Church,or nouelties in a ſlate, are 
-10t alwates and generallie good,and profitable for all places,and 
for all people : - theſe profitable inuentions, ſpeciallie in Huſ- 
banarie, ſhould rather be commended then diſeraced, vntill a 
manifeſt error in them be diſcouered,and that by experience and 
proofe. _Againe,you ought rather to haue remembred and well 
conſidered the lamentable caſe of the poore that lined in diftreſſe 
in the late yeeres of dearth,who notwithſlanding the charitable 
orders taken by her CMaieſtie,her honorable Counſell and other 
officers of the kingdome, to the glorie of God, and their high 
commendation : yet was it well ſeene with the eyes of the trulie 
charitable,that except the King of heauen and earth had relie- 
ued the poore people of this Land,with Corne out of his ſtorehou- 
ſes in other Countries , the poore and the rich alſo had been in 
hazard to haue periſhed by famine,that might haue fallen pon 
thus ſinfull people,or by ſome wofull calamities inſeparable com- 
panions of PI and want. And let enery indifferent man 
conſider what huge quantities of Corne may yeerely be ſaued, 
that now u cat away by Plowing and Sowinz : yet g1ne me leaue 
plainelietogineyou a proiett what this would come wnto. Some 
writers of our time account but nine thouſand ſixe hundred and 
two and fiftie Pariſhes,or thereabouts, in England, and ſuppoſe 
fixe hundred and two and fiftie of' them to be in Cities and 
T ownes vſing no Tyllage : and ſo account but nine thouſand 
Countrie Pariſhes, and becauſe the author of the booke (called 
Godſpeedethe Plough) writeth,that if a Pariſh haue three 
thouſand Acres of erable land, which « about thirtie or fortie 
Ploughlanas in a Pariſh, therefore miſtruſting his indgement, 
| we 


— — ————— EE rn 
———— 4. ts. AS — > 5 


we will admit but ten Plowelands, one Pariſh with another, / 


nine thouſand Pariſhes hath foure ſcore and ten thouſand P low- 
lands,and that if in every Ploweland there ma eh be ſaued 
yeerely ten or twelue quarters of Seede Corne, that now us caſt a- 
way,which ſhall be direttly proned, it will amount to ſome nine 
or ten hundred thouſand quarters of Graine that might euery 
yeere be ſaued in her (Maiefties dominions ; I dare affirme ſo 
much (be it more or ſea would fetch hither the Indjes Trea- 
ſare out ; bs and other Countries farre diſtant , to the great 
honour and riches of our Prince and Countrie, and eſpeciallie 
the maintenance of our Engliſh Naute,with plentiful prouiſion 
alſo of vittuals for Souldiers both by Sea and Land,to their ex- 
ceeding comfort and the terror of all forraine enemies. 
And to conclude, Iwiſh that they whoſe hearts the Loyd hath 
endewed with true wiſedome, and charitie , 10 remember and 
— well of this danger, from which the Lord hath fo lately 
delinered vs : and let ws all ſerne that God in the moderate wſe 
of his creatures, and not conſume in riotous zluttonie and drun- 
kennes, ſuch great _ of his bleſdings, to the hurt of our 
bodies and ſoules,the poore being readie to famiſh before our eyes. 
$9 1 commend thee good Chriitian Reader, to Gods protection, 
and this worke to the bleſing of the Almightie. 
T he particular proofes of this good Husbanarie,ſhall be ſeene 
in a dialogue, betweene a Ploughman and a Scholler, for the bet- 
ter inſtruction of plaine Conntrie people, 
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A NEW INSTRVCTION 
OF PLOWING AND SETTING 


OF CORNE, HANDLED IN 


manner of a Dialogue betweene a 
Ploughman a Scholler. 


Ploughman. 

\2& Ecing I am appoynted to defend 

>- the Oy of {ctting of 
> Corne, though in reſpect of lear- 
ning very vnfit, yet becauſe I haue 
profeſſed and practized Husban- 
drie for the moſt part of thirtie 
yeeres, and that you, the authorof 
the booke (called God fpeede the 
Plough) ſay that husbandrie is no part of your profeſſion, 
I may hope to maintaine againſt you by way of argu- 
mentin plaine Husbandrie, thatPlowing and Setting is 
much better and more profitable, than either Plowing 
and Sowing,or Digging and Setting, 

Scholler. I maruell that my booke doth ſo much oft- 
fend you,I thoughtto haue pleaſed you andall Plough- 
men, for ſo commending the olde faſhion of Plowing 
and Sowing. | 

Ploughman. Surely fir you haue no otherwiſe offen- 
ded me, thanall other. men that deſire the good of their 
Countrie, and be ſorie to ſee the ſimple abuſed and dil- 


couraged by your meanes, and how you pleaſe an other 
B ſort 


ls i. hs 


Note that the 
queſtion be- 
tweene the 
olde faſhion 
Ploughes and 
this ſtrange 
Plough,is but 
to proue the 
Plough aptto 
lſe>Cornc, 


GA new mitr 


ſort of wilfull men, that will neither know what may be 
profirable for themſclues,nor haueany ſuch heartic louc 
to their Countrie and poore neighbours, as they ought 
to haue. As for your booke, howſoeuer you meant, it 
ſerues to ſolittle good purpoſe (inmy conceite) that it 
was the chicte cauſe that moued meto take this wotke in 
hand,to correct (if it were poſſible) the cuill humors and 
preiudicate opinions againſt Corne-Setting, that it hath 
planted in mens heads and heants. 

Scholler. Tam forie thatmy booke ſhould breede any 
euill humors in mens heads or hearts, and I pray you 
what faults doe you finde in my booke 2 

Ploughman. Sir there be faults too many,which being 
the fruites of your idlehoures (as youſay) be not much 
to be maruciledar, for ſeldome doth idlenes bring forth 
any profite in husbandric. And it is not my purpoſeto 
expoſtulate with you vponall particular faults ; they arc 
too many to rouble the reader with : but you thall heaye 
mine opinion,likea man of my plaine protcſſion,6& Iwvill 
tell you my minde whatI doe thinke in this argument,as 
well asI can. To pafle ouerother matters, I will beginto 
defendourold faſhion of Ploughes,againſt your ſtrange 
Plough.,that you ſay might be ſo made and handled, that it 
may goe deeper by a foote more than ordinarie,proportioning the 
Preneth of the Teeme and Plough together. Sir, if you can 


deuiſea Hou that will goedceperin all grounds (for 


you make no difference) a foote more than ordinarie, it 
were good you broughtit forth ; forſurely itis likely to 
pag an implementof great force to our Engliſh Huf- 

andrie : for with it you muſt be compelled to plowe 
landtwentie inches deepe or thereabouts,and yet I muſt 
confeſſe to my remembrance, Ineuer ſaw any Plough, 


though drawne with ten oxen, to goeaboue cightor ren 
inches 
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inches ordinarilie,and that with much a doe;andI pray 
you, how many Oxenor Horſe will your Plough require 
to bedrawne with: forin ſome places if you make it goe, 
—_— countrie men will ſuſpe&t you will Coniare : 
and in many places the.qualitic of the mould will not 

mitourten inches, much leſſe your twoand twentie, 
Againe, what vſe I pray you ſhall the Common-wealth 
haucof ſuchan implement, where either it cannot goe 
vnles the diu@ll draw it, or may not goe for the cuill 
mould it will turne vp ? and fo your Plough in that 
place doth more hatme, than your booke can doe good 
any where elle. 

Scholler. Not ſofir, I will haue my Teemeand my 
Plough ſo made, thart it ſhall goe well of that depth in 
ſuch grounds, as I will chuſe to ſet my Corncin. 

Plouzhman. It may be poſſible (if it pleaſe God to 
worke ſuch wonders by your inuention) but we the 
poorer ſortof Husbandmen, cannot make Ploughs, and 
prouide Teemes of that value and qualitic ; neither haue 
we ſuch change of Land, as to make choyſe of apt 
grounds to beare the weight of ſuch Plowes & Teemes ; 
butI doubt not by Gods helpe, to plowe and dreſſc ten 
Acres of Land,as well as you ſhall doe with your ſtrange 
Plough,or any man ſhal do witha ſpade,excepthedigge 
it two ſpit deepe,8& ſo burie the firſt ſpit withthe ſecond, 
which wil be both extreme chargeableand impoſliblein 
moſt grounds, and yet where he may digge but one ſpit, 
there will remaine needes ynburied ſpecially the Cooch, 
which I neuerſaw deſtroyed,but with a ſommer fallow, 
or burning-the land, as the Deuonſhire men doe : the 
which killing of weedes,howſocuer it can be done,js the 
chiefe cauſe, that vpon extreame barren Land, thoſe 
countrie people haue good Corne, which otherwiſe 

B 2 ſhould 


The deftroy- 

a. e weeds, 
a chiefe poynr 
in Husbandry. 


The Corne 
fowed abone 
furrow,often 
lieth not one 
inch deepe, 


This Plough 
will ſerue to 
make ditches, 
bur for the 
danger of 


thoſe beaſts, 


e©A_new mitruerromop 
ſhould haue little or none : and I defire all good Huſ: 
bands to conſider how neceſſarie itis f6r them to deſtroy 
the weedes,before they ſowe or ſettheirCorne, thar (if 
poſſiblie they can) they ſulker nottite weeds toſuckeour 
the ſappe of their groundsin the ſpring time,andall-ſom- 
mer, before they commit theirſeedeto the ground, in- 
dangering it with ſuch enemies,which they may doe (in 
my opinion) by one or two plowings more in their ſom- 
mer tallow aboue ordinarie, it the weedie condition of 
the Land,or theſeaſon of the yeere doe require it. 
Scholler. Well fir, admir you doeplowe your Land as 
well as the Spade can doe it, as deepe as your Plough 
will goe,yetasI ſay, you cannot plowe it deepe enough, 
norlay itleucll and plaineforthe ſetters to worke ypon. 
Ploughman. Tothis Tanſwere, firſtthat I will plow it 
deepe enough, for what ſhould letmy Corne to grow as 
well,and much better (being ſet in due proportion & or- 
der) when it hath as much hollow & looſe ground vnder 
him, to ſpread rootcand liepleaſantly in, as yourbooke 
or the former appoynts,orasourſowne Corne cuer had, 
fince ſowing was firſt vſcd, and that is but three or foure 
inches deepe : andas farreas I know, our engliſh Corne 
rooteth not paſt twoor three inches direRly downwards, 
So then.,if it roote downewards,and (| privg vpwards but 
five or fixe inchesat the moſt;I meruaile why you ſhould 
thinke T ſhould not plowe it deepe enough, when your 
ſelfe ſaith you wilkptoweit yet deeper by a foote more if 
neede be,and I pray you fo do,but take heede you meete 
not with thoſe furious beaſts you ſpeake of in your book, 
that will deuoure the Corne when it lieth ſo deepe and 
light, for if they catch you and your Plough (in moſt 
grounds of England) they would ſurely deuoure your 
Plough, and put your perſon in great hazard, without 
ſpeedie 


PIN an Serine of ( orne. 
ſpeediehelpe: andrherefore we will not plow ſod 

iis g00d eepingtt a wholeskin. But if you had bang 
contented withhalfe a foote morethen ordinaric, there 
had beerſomepoſlibilitic in ſome places, yerwith much 
adoe: therfote 1 pray yougiue ſorhe men leaue,that haue 
or may haue good Teemes 8& Ploughs,though not made 
after'your faſhion, to goe but rwo or three inches more 
than ordinary,& thenthey may plow-ſome tenor twetue 
inches with much adoe whereithe Jandwill permit, ſo 
ifour Corne haue fiue or fixe inches to ſpring vpward, 
(euen from the lower moſt part of his roote) and as 
much downward, itſhall be ſufficient to content vs with 
the increaſe of eyght or ſixe quarters vponan Acre: doe 


you piowe it deeper for thirtie or twentie quarters vpon qe welt. 


an Acre (God ſend ityou that venter fo deepe for it.) 
Andas for laying our _ leuell and plaine, we will 
not follow your counſell in your booke, nor feare your 
woodden dagger, your huſwife-like inſtructions are to 
rake away the grafle that the light Harr& leaueth, till 
it beasleuellas a Garden, and thento ſet it; asthough 
any good husband wauld haue his Land ſo out of tilth, 
and ouergrowne with weedes, that at fowing or ſettin 

time,the Land ſhould needethe raking of the grafle, af 
rera good ſommer fallowe. Ir is time forſucha Plough- 
man to throwe his Plough in the hedge, and take the 
Spade in hand,and become one of your threeſcore labo- 
rers : and then in the fame place youtell vs of laying itas 
leuelbasa Garden. And I pray you fir,then what ſhall be- 
come ofthe Corneof the beft and moſt grounds ot Eng- 
land,fpeciallie for Wheateand Rie* For if youleuell «t 


ſolike a Garden, without all mo itvill be drowned hicin mo 


for the moſt part, 8& come to 


men] thinke that cuer ſaw Husbandrie, or yaderſtoode 
B 3 natural 


ttle or no goodatall,for all grounes. 


I ro 


naturall reaſon, know.that ſuch Land ; nay, moſt Land 
muſt be laide high ahd round with furrowes, according 
to the qualitic ot the ſoile, orelſe the ſeede will be drow- 
ned. And to breakethe clods, we may vſethe Rowler, as 
wedoe forourBarlic ifneede be,and ſo much ſhall ſerue 
for inſtruQion, orrather perſwaſion of ſuch as you haue 
inueigled with ſo many idle doubts,in a matter that may 
be perceiued by thoſe thatare not wilfullic blinde,or not 
Skilfull atallin Husbandrie. + 
Scholler. Notfo fir, theſe are not altogether ſo idle as 
ou make them, but I pray you how will you make this 
Lawn Land rich enough, to haueſuch increaſe as will 
anſwere thecharge of ſetting? _ 

Ploughman. Indcedethatis not altogether ſo idle as 
the other, but yet very caſte to be anſwered, and very 
likelie to be compaſled, cuen in the barreneſt Countries 
and places farre remoued fromall meanes to enrich their 
Land. Herethen I would aduiſe all good Husband-men 
that intend ſerrfng, to lay all their ſoile and foule doung 
that they vſedto ſcatter ouer thirty Acres orthere abouts, 
(being their ordinarie ſeaſon)I ſay,lay itypon ten Acres. 
And by reaſontheyleaue twentie Acres to reſt,they ſhall 
keepe more ſtore of Sheepeeither of their own,or take to 
folde of other mens,and ſo keep them better,and by that 
meanes their folde will be much bigger, and their Land 
will be folded much better: andif there be any Marle 
of Chalke, or of other ſort of good molde ncere to be 
had by any meanes,they ſhall now haue leaſureto fetch 
it,by reaſon they haue {o little tillage to doe: orelſe doe 
this, follow the example of a Gentleman that made a 
great quantitie of ſoile; by the fodering of all his Cattell 
vpon a peeceof exceeding ranke groundaboutan Acre, 
which being very goodand reſtie:Land-neere his _ 
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he plowed: vp.in-tle.cnd of Aprill , when his Cattell 
wenttografle, and withtwoor three plowings lo mixed 
the reſtie-ranke ground with the douhg and»fodder of 
his cattell, that he had ten loade for one of very good 
ſoile, (tothe'fattingof other grounds) then otherwiſe 
he ſhould haue had ;andalfo there is much dounge tobe 
made'with Ferne in places whereitis neere:: many good 
Husbands do prouide great ſtore in ſummer,thatinwin- 
terwill ſerue tor cattell tofit drievpon, and make great 
ſtore of ſoile,with little coſt, hauing now ſomuchleiſure 
in-this ſmall Tillage. By theſe and diuers other good 
meanesvery.coinmon and cafic, when men haue little 
plowing,they may ſainrich theirland;that they ſhallnot 
needeto doubt ofa better increaſe(by Gods helpe) ſuffi: 
cientto pay the charge of ferting liberally, with three- 
told increaſe at Harueſt, MLS WEL TE! 
Scholler., Therv you may'fall into another. inconuent. 
ence;tharI warned you ot in my booke, that is,to make 
your land too ranke;;and then-your:Corne will ledge, 
andeuery ſtalke will be flender and long,cuery care will 


be heauier and longerthan ordinarie, and fo the Corne - 


will falkdowneandledge, and cometo little a 
Ploughman.. T his inconuenience will catilie be hel- 
ped. Wee had firſt neede to helpe our barreniland, and 
make.ithartie, and then for falling and/ledging I will ſet 
itthin enough, as the qualitie of the groundrequireth : 


[UPMRAase venngd Ferme. 


no ee Ir opens, 
A 


for itis the pots, aygoorerenss Wes ll rillage Note. 


that cauſeth Corneto ledge. If the land berich and the 
yeere wet, the Corneranke, andthe weedes many ; then 
(as youſay)itis like to ledge: few poore men in England 
complaine their land is toorich, ordeſfire their Corne 
more thin,for then their purſes would be more emptie. I 
could cafilie teach them ſuch tricksas wellas you withall 

| your 


Reaſon and 
experience 
reacheth and 
prouecth,thar 
the ſtraw will 
be bigger and 
much ſtron+ 
ger. 


Note well. 
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your cunning:.and & for the and{lendernes of. 


the ſtraw, I doubt not but it will be fitto beare the heauie 
cares, which God:ſchd me; and take youthe light if you 
likethembeteer:.:o Ut vio rt $6 as 
Scholler, Your reaſons m=_ proue good-for ſowing, 
but for ſetting, you will be {eta ground preſentlie. For 
where will you: get people enow'to feta Scafon fit for 
a Teeme to bekeptont Allthe:labourers in the Coun- 
trie-will ſcant ſerue you;;; and fiue or fixe ſuch as you 
would be... 11» 
| Plonghman, Sit, [wonder what you mcane to talke 
Rill ſoidlie,-as though it were fit for me ocany man, to 
fetolir whole ſeaſons, when wehaue laide all our ſoile, 
and beſtowed all ourlabour, tillage; and coſt, vpon the 
third patt onely, to the intent to makethat ſo harticand 
rich,that by all reaſon, common experience, and Gods 
bleſſing, it: may yeckd as muchand more increaſe than 
the wholexwould hauc done. Neithcram I tiedby any 
neceſſitie (that I'knowof') to ſet all my third part; vn- 
leſſeI may doe it conuenientlic inall reſpects: for when I 
haue thus plowed my land and/made it readie-to ſet, I 
may ſowe thereof whatI willif I lacke ſetters, and it is 
likelie to beare'three times as much, being thus well 
handledzas other poore barren land ſo miſuſed for lacke 
of ſuch good Husbandrie. But now for ſetting of ten 
Acres of Wheate or Rie,orothergraine, being the third 
part of moſt mens Seaſon,why ſhould I notfinde people 
enow to ſet them, ſeeing you confeſſe thatthreeſcore la- 
borers,and twentie womenand children, will digge and 
ſerthirtie Acres in ſeuen weekes? Why good ſir,if I beat 
the charge, and candreſſemy land with my Plough my 
ſelte,whathaue I tadoe with your threeſcore labourers 
that ſhould haue been imployediin your digging : _ 
pare 
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ſpare them all for you, ſecing you will needes haue {o 


many Acres digged, for you might as well haue vnder- 
ſtoode Maſter Plat, the author of the firſt booke, that he 
meantnor to haue the whole number of cuery mans ſea- 
ſon to be digged, when he propoſed thar three Acres 
might beare as much as thirtie : And although Iam of 
your opinion, this will ſc|dome proue true in action, yet 
cannot you northe beſt Scholler in England diſproue 
the principles that he grounds his proportion vpon, for 
headdes diuers approued'cxamples in practiſe to proue 
his argumemts, And foryour twentic women and chil- 
dren, poore people, I am forrie; for the moſt of them 
may ſtill want worke, and liue a ſtaruing kinde of miſe- 
rable lite, for by your perſwaſiohs they ſhould carne 
iuſt nothing;and ſo none of the'poore by this meanes ſet 
to worke in your Husbandrie. Well, yet I will propoſe 
lefle worke by the third partin my Husbandrie, and fo 
wilt haue but the third part of your women and chil- 


dren, which being but ſeuen, will ſet my ten Acres in ſe- —_ 


uen weekes, whileſt your threeſcore diggers and twentie 
women and children be digging and ſetting your thirtie 
Acres in the fame time by-your owne account : and by 
Gods helpe,if this third part of the land beimployed,we 
ſhall hauc worke ſufficient for all our poore people, and 
poore people cnow for all our worke. I will therefore 
ſpare you foure or fiue of thoſe ſeuen poore people for 
a ſupplie to your companie, leaſt any ſhould happen to 
faile in ſome hot skirmiſh, and then I ſhall onely be 


troubled with ſome two or three of your poore people, Provifion for 


orſome lame Souldier;he will ſerue my turne though he ow an] —_ 


wantalegge or an arme: and ſolerys recken thecharge 
of three poore womenand childeen,which will be-hired 
for cightcene pencea day at ANT - as is but ninc ſhil- 
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lings a weeke, and for ſcuen weekes is three poundes 
three ſhillings for the wages of thoſe poore people, vnto 
whom1 will ioyne ourtwo plow-folkes ; toraway goe 
our Teemes to reſt and gather fleſh againſt winter, our 
Chargesof Wines will ſpare one ot their maides, and-many of vs 
&rung, hauetwo or three children, and our ſelues for ouer-ſeers 
of the worke,all thefe are abouec nine perſons for your ſe- 
uen,and all their charges is but three poundes three ſhil- 
lings more than ordinaric z and ſo you ſcethat two or 
Jenacres3* three poore people at moſt with our owne familie, ſhall 
andfewich be as wellable to ſet our ten Acres in ſeuen weekes, as 
ſeuen people, your foureſcore men, women and children ſhall digge 
land fees and ſet thirtie Acresin the very ſame time. Bur if you 
wahfoure- thinkethat Wheate or Rie willbe ſctin thebeginning of 
Lore, March in rich land, as you ſay in your booke (and truly I 
am of your opinion) and the rather, becauſe you affirme 
thatthe beſt croppe of Corne that cuer you ſaw, wasa 
fommer croppe of Wheateypon arichground : now it 
will be a great commoditie if we may ſtay to ſer our 
richeſt land yntill after Chriſtide : for by ſome meanes 
or other, we may by that timemake ſome of our land 
better thanother, and the nature of ſome land of it ſelfe 
is much betterthan other; then will we ſet our pooreſt 
land firſt, and begin about the middle of September, or 
neerethereupon, euery Countrie and place, as the con- 
dition of the land requireth, and ſo continue ſetting in 
Itismoſt cer. ThE faireſt weather, vntill the middle of December or 
rainerharthis there abouts; ſo then we ſhall haue ſome thirteene weeks. 
lare letting or at leaſt before Chriſtide, and ſome ſeuen weekes after, 
;n very good. Þefore March. "Thus a poore Farmer may well ſetten | 
ground,is the Acres in twentie weekes with his owne familie, hauing 
deſtro auoide \v,ifeand childrenas moſthauc,and doecit all by leaſure; 


the Mildew 


andthe ſmur. Seholler, I muſt needes confeſſe,that your tt 
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hath taught you to ſay more in this matter than I concei- your wiſlike 
uedof it betore. But yetſeeing you looke for no more or vriving,will 
increaſe than ſixe or eight quarters _ an Acre, itis | 
notthe admirable artethe firſt booke ſpeakes of (which table. 
made me miſlikeand writeas I'did) formany men in di- 
uers places hauc hadthelike increaſe; neither doe I yer 
perceiue how the charges of ſetting will be anſwered, 
nor any matter worthic ſo great account as you make 
of it. 

Ploughman. What you ſee I know not, or what the 
cauſe ſhould be I cannortell,that ſo many men ſhould be 
ſo blindeor ſo vnwilling to ſee how to doc themſclues 
and their neighbours ſo much good : butlT feare me itis 
the iuſt puniſhmentof God vpon vs the finfull people of 
this good Land, that we — ſo great plentie of all 
good things, do conſume with gluttonieand with drut» ,  _.. 
kenneſle ſo great bleſſings of God alreadie beſtowed vps+ glucrons and 
onvs: andif we ſhould by this meanes or any other,ex- ds, 

Aa greater aboundance than yetwe hauereceiued, it 
is to be feared thatthe Lord that ſeeth how wickedlie we 
would conſumeit, willnot permit ſuch an vnthankfull 
_— to receiueſo exceeding greata benefit, bur cuen m——— _ 

y our owne frowardnes will quite overthrow it. But yet and vathank- 
letvs ſee if we can poſſiblie be brought to diſcerne any — "> 
thing worthie account in this noueltie,as you tearme it: nes, 

And for example, ſay that thirtie Acres by Rodde, will 

requirethree buſhels of ſeede WincheHer meaſure to cue. Infomepare 

rie Acre, (for ſoyouſay it will) and fo in moſt land it pjEe* cir, 

doth,which is cleuen quarters and two buſhels of ſeede lee ſeede, 

to thirtie Acres : What is the vſuall increaſe vpon an #1! ob/crued 

Acre in thecommon fields barrenland ? — 
Scholler, The increaſe of an Acre of ſuch barren land, 


commonly is not aboue two quarters one yeere withan- 
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barren land, 
when by theſe 
inſtructions ir 
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ther,and one Acre with another,and when they ſo doe, 
thcreneede be no dearth in England, for where one hath 
aboue, three hath not ſo much : and therefore you will 
hardlie approue that your ſetting will be to any great 
purpoſein thoſe common fields,barren Land. 
Ploughman. Verie well fir, I am glad you hauedecla- 
red your conceite in this poynt, and cuen for thoſe bar- 
ren Countricsand barren common fields, doe I auowe 
this Husbandrie to be moſt profitable, and for their ſakes 
onlie and altogether doe TI takeall this paines, and vſe fo 
manie per{waſions _ ſo many tond obietions, as 
youand moſt men vie againſt this good Husbandrie of 
Corne ſetting, and not for thoſe that are occupiers of 
rich land, either by nature or ſo made by ſoile. Their in- 
creaſe is plentifull alreadie, and therefore I thinke itno 
=_m worke of charitie to beſtow much labour vpon 


ſuch rich men,as commonlie with good Husbandric vſe 


Note well, 


ſuch rich land: butIſpeake and write for poore men,and 
defire to make their poore land andthem the richer by 
this good Husbandric, which I will maintaine vpon c- 
quall tearmes or by practiſe, withany Husbandman in 
England,of what countrie orſhire ſocuer he be or dwell 
in. And now to our purpoſe again,and I pray you marke 
well what I fay,yon contefle (as the truth is)thatan Acre 
by the Rodde will beare but two quarters commonlie 
one yeere with another;which is but threefcore quartets 
for thirtie Acres,and thatfuch an Acre will require three 
buſhels to ſowe it, which is for thirtie Acres cleuen quar- 
ters and two buſhels of ſeede, as aforclaide ; ſothen take 
youreleuen quarters two buſhels of feede fowedatſeede 
time, out of threeſcore quarters reapedat harueſt, there 
will remaine fortic cight quarters and fixe buſhels in- 
creaſe by this computation : then came to gur teft _— 
© 
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of like meaſure,which will be ſet with fiue buſhels, what 
may we looke for eutrie yeere vpon an Acre ſet with 
Faltea buſhell: by Gods blefling weare as likelie to haue 
ſixe or ſeuen quarters ypon an Acre thatis well dunged, 
tilled,the ſeede choiſelie picked,andthe land orderlie ſer, 
as other haue had vpon an Acre ſowne, which is vpon 
ten Acres threeſcore and ten quarters: And whatisthen 
our increaſe of theſe ten Acres, if you take fiue buſhels 
of ſcede ſetat ſeede time, out of threeſcoreand ten quar- 
ters reaped at harueſt,there will remaine ſome threeſcore 
and ninequarters and three bufhels increaſe;ſo it is mani- 
feſt, that our increaſe by ſetting of ten Acres with fiue 
buſhels,is more then by fowing of thirtie Acres with e- 
leuen quarters and two buſhelsby ſome twenty quarters 
and hue buſhels. - 

Scholler. Say that all this doe follow, as you would 
haueit,and tru y I cannot deny but it may;yerthe charge 
of ſetting andthe trouble will be ſo great, that it will not 
be worth the practiſe. 

Ploughman, Well,it is manifeſtlie proned,thattwoor 
three poore people with the ordinarie familic of all men 
that ſowe thirtie Acres toa ſeaſon,may ſetten Acres,and 
that the wages of thoſe poore people for ſetting time, 
was butthree poundes three ſhillingsat ſixe pence a day: 
and for that charge,you do ſauc twentic Acres of landat 
five ſhillings an Acre, five poundes; andthe Plowing of 
thatland three plowings tocuery Acre before you ſowe 
it, which is threeſcore plowings attwo ſhillings eueric 
time, is ſixe poundes: then you ſaue ſome twentie quar- 
fers and fiue buſhels of Corne as aforeſaid, worth in 
moſt yceres twenty ſhillings a quarter, comes to twen- 
tie poundes twelue ſhillings ſixe pence.So by this recke- 
ning, which in wuth and ſubſtance cannot be denied, 
C3 you 
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you will ſaue ſome one and thirtie poundes twelue ſhil- 
lingsſixe pence. And although doepriſe the twentie 
Acres ſo ſpared as aforeſaid, at fiue ſhillings an Acre (as 
it were to be let out for rent) yet I rather thinkethat any 
ood Husband that ſo ſpareth twentic Acres to reſt from 
is principall ſeaſons of Wheate,Ric,or Barlie,will ſowe 
(after the olde faſhion if it pleaſe him)ſome ſ1x<,ceight,or 
ten Acres with Peaſe, Beanes, Bucke, otherwiſe called 
french Wheate,or with Oates vpon one earth or Plow- 
ing, whereby he may haue great ſtore of ſtrawe for his 
Carell, meate for his wiues Hens, and prouender for his 
Horſe, ouer and beſides ſo much increaſe and profite of 
thoſe ſixe,cight or ten Acres, as ſhall defraie all the extra- 
ordinarie charge of ſetting with aduantage. And becauſc 
Lhauc heard this kinde of complaint often; and man 
men doubt their neighbours and their own ſeruants will 
not meddle with ſuch a pidling troubleſome worke, 
whoſe frowargnes no doubt will doe much hurc: I wiſh 
any ſuch that dwell amongſt ſuch neighbours, or haue 
ſuch ſcruants (as indeedT thinke many haue) to ſell ſome 
three or foure quarters of their ſeede corne, that before 
was ſpared, and allow doubletheir wages to ſtraungers, 
andI will aſſure them workmen plentic to doe fo caſte 
and cleanea worke. And yetthen the charge will be but 
ſixe pound fixe ſhillings : whichtaken out of the former 
profits, there will remaine ſome twentic fiue pound fixe 
ſhillings ſixe pence, which will helpea poore Farmer to- 
wards the payment of his rent. 
This obicftion Scholler, Your compariſon betweene tenne acres paſ(- 
CI ſing well husbanded and made rich, and then ſet, and 
Scholler, you Thirtie acres of barren land ſowed, no doubt will beea 
had helpe of a matter of great difference,and therefore I wiſh to be fol- 
Hy lowedofall men. But whatfay you to good — 
| y 
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by nature or helpe of ſoyle, that will vſually beare fiue or 
ſixe quarters vpon an acre? and if your ſetting will a- 
mount to no more increaſe, then after a man hath laid all 
his coſt vpon ſo ſmall quantitie of land, and made it ſo 
good, he will ſow it,and ſaue thecharge of ſetting. 

Ploughman; If this booke do but perſwade our coun- 
trimen, that occupie much barren land, to fow butthe 
third part or halte theirland, which they were wont to 
worke out of heart, with their poore cattell and them- 
ſelues,l ſhall not onely thinke my labour happely beſto- 


wed in writing, but all the poore people may thank God: 


as much for the printing of it,as forany booke ſet foorth 
in our time,(for a matter of this qualitic)and which is of 
no ſmall importance for the common-wealth of this 
land. But yetI muſtnot yeeld that plowing and ſowing 
will be of like profit for the canta eatiies plowin 

| andſetting,ſecing the fame will be done yet with muc 

lefſe charge, comparing tenne acres of the beſt land ſer, 
with other tenne as good ſowed, which will prooue by 
cxainpleand tried experience : and firſt it is wel knowne 
by often triall,that lefſe then halfe a buſhel of very choiſe 
ſeede wheate,will ſetas much landas three buſhels will 
ſowe. So that whereas ten or twelue great Acres of land 
will require ſome three or foure quarters to-ſowe them 


the ſame land may beſet with fixe or ſcuenbuſhels at the. - 


moſt, forthere will be ſaued ſome three quarters of the 
b2{t ſeede Cornecuery yecre,which is now worth fortie- 


ſhillings a quarter, and commeth to ſixe poundes, and x;,.,, 6. 


exccedeth the extraordinarie charge of ſetting aforeſaid thouland 
by much, and will amount to-the ſauingof ſome tliree Ivarte 


rs of 


ſued 


hundred thouſand quarters of the beſt Wheate andRie «ery yeare by 
growing inthis Land : and much-more in: Barlie, Peaſe, Corne ferring,, 
and Beanes,and ſo of all ſorts of graine: Ithinke it yo —_— 
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fave aboue fiue or ſixe hundred thouſand quarters euery 
cere in her Maieſties Dominions. And yet giue mee. 

hn to tell you Gentleman, that I dare confidently a- 

uow (ſeeing both reaſon doth teach and experience doth 

proue) thatan Acre orderly ſer, will yeeld more increaſe 

by ſoine three quarters,thanan Acre ſowne : which in- 

creaſe at Haruelk being addedto the other three quarters 

ſaued art ſeedetime, commeth to ſome fixe quarters of 

Corne at fortie ſhillings a quarter, twelue pound,as it is 

now worth, in many Countries, which will defray the 

charges ofſerting double,though your Plowmen follow 

= their Teemes & giuevs no help. And yetthis I muſt con- 
feſlc,that in time of grear plentie,when Corne is ata low 

Chargeable PFICc,and where chargeableſcruantsor labourers dwell, 
ſeruancs and that will not ſerue or worke vnder fiue pound anda fuſti- 
ll workemen, an doublet; orin ſuch places wheretheirland andthem- 
e5—coal felucsareſorich : with ſuch times, places and perſons, 
ood Huſ- this poore booke, or rather booke for the poore, hath 
andrie-  yetlittle to ſay, vntil ſuch timeas they be broughtto con. 
ſider; thatafter great plentie may follow as great ſcarſitie, 

the wealthieſt Corne-maſter and ſtouteſt labourer or 

ſeruant, may in time become like one of their pooreſt 
neighbours. Great men in this and all ages haue been 

Lafie vſurie,a ſubiect to their fall. 706 was accounted as rich in his time, 
cepitall n©> as the greateſt Corne-maſter or the wealthieſt Vſurer 
duſtrious huſ- that liues in our time : yetthe Lord made an example of 
bandrie,teve® his ſeruant Job toall poſteritie, albcithee was an vpright 
itinEngland, 44 inſt an ,one that feared God andeſchned euil. If vengeance 
 abour the begin at the houſeof God, where ſhall the wicked and vngodly 
raigne otKing appeare.l write notthisagainſt good minded men,whom 
firſt, anno18g, It Hath pleaſed God to bleſſe with plenticof Corne, and 
7eb.x.z., _yetloue their brethren and poore neighbours ': ſome 


r-Pet.4-7. ſuch good men no doubt haue been andyetare in om] 
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land, who may be accounted patterns for others to fol- 
low,or patrons, that is, fathersto their Countrie, by ſto- 
ring vp Corne in the time of plentie, with purpoſeto 
bring at forth in ſcarcitic, to ſell it at a lower rate forthe 
good of the poore. Such good men no doubtare to be Themurmu- 
praiſed with gracious Joſeph, who by laying vp of Corne ing ofthe 
inthe time of plenty, preſcrued notonly.the whole ing: Gods 
dome of Agypr, bur alſo the whole Church of God, wat. 
then viſible on earth, for which cauſe his induſtries re- 
corded and commended forthe inſtruction of all poſte- 
ritie. And by the way, I wiſhall murmuring peopleto 
conſider whar it is to grudge and repine againſt Gods 
works, and to be more aduiſed how they ſpeake againſt 
Magiſtrates and ſuch good men, as carefullic re- 
pe the publike weale of the Land. Furthermore, that 
it may yet appeare more manifeſtly, that plowing and 
ſetting of Corneiscucry way much more profitableand 
lefle chargeable than plowing and ſowing, and thatene- 
rie Farmer may eafilie ſet the third part of his land with 
his owne Familie and two orthree of the pooreſt people 
only atſetting time (whereby he may yet have more lea- 
ſure to practiſe and performe 'euene complement that 
* ſhallbe likeliero farther his-increafe) let him Tyll but 
the third part of his land, asof thirtie Acres ten, and fo 
whereas'he was' wont to'giue'his thirtie Acres ypon a 
ſommer fallow., ſome: foure or fiue plowings (as ſome 
rounds wiltrequire) and as moſt good Husbands doe: 
for thereby they:doe kill the weedes, which of all things 
I wouldall men ſhould moſt ſpeciallieregard-: So then 
thirtic Acres hauing atleaft foureplowings, amounteth 
toan hundred and ewentie dates worke at the leaſt, and 
ren Acres hadiingfiue plowings cuerie Acre,which is but 
fiftic dates workeat the moſt : fo — is threeſcoreand 
| ten 
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ten daies worke ſpared in your winter ſeaſon for Wheate 
orRie, andas much for Barlie, which being inall one 
hundred and twentie daies worke or there abour, is very 
neere thethird part of the whole yeere ſpared for your 
The third part Plowes and Teemes, which I wiſh ſhould be otherwiſe 
—__ imployed to ſome good worke, as no doubt but cueric 
plowing,by good Husband will finde worke enough for them to do, 
leringot Butyet letthem beſtowe ſome part of this time ſo well 
foreforger gained, alittle to ſerue God in prayer morning and cue- 
nor therein to ning,either in their priuat families,or with a diligent Mi- 
lerue God: niſter(they that dwel neere the Church)one halfe houre 
in a morning oreuening,or both : if they haue any thing 
to doeat Church with God, or with theirneighbours, it 
will bea good meeting place if it bedone to gue pur- 
poſes. It isaſmall portionof ſo many daics ſpared, and 
no doubtburt God will the rather bleſſe the increaſe of 
ſuch as will ſerue him, according as he hath promiſed , 
and as the Scriptureſaith, Paul planteth, Apollo watereth, 
but it is the Lord, no doubr,that _ the increaſe, as 
Bewareof A- Wellin temporall as in ſpirituall bleſſings. Thus we all 
theiime. muſt beleeue,andſoIhope wedoe, vnleſſe there be any 
of ſo voy ee and curſed opinion;that thinks there is no 
God to bleſſe and helpe their increaſe, which God for- ' 
bid that her Maicſties dominions ſhould beare any ſuch 
deteſtableand curſed imps and lims of Sathan'torefton 
this carth,that ſhould ſo much as giueany cauſe of ſuſpi- 
tion of any fuch abomination ::ſoas manyas doe ſo well 
begin the day withthe ſeruice of God, may cheerefullic 
expect from the Almightiea bleſſing vpontheir labours: 
who promiſeth to bleſſe the worke of our hands if we 
feare him. And to proceede in thisargument yetalittle 
further mour Husbandrie, which nodoubtmay beyer 
exceedinglic furthered diuers waics in this time fo = 
gain 
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ined :as firſt to make great choiſe of ourSeede cornes 
Ge Maſter Plat well faith, eucrie corne that is within 
the care is notaptto grow,for God hath created ſome of 
them for the food of tiving creatures,and ſome for ſeed. 
There be in euerie care certaine abortiue or baſtardlic The choiſ of 
cornes ſmall and whinderlings,which will hardlie grow, [be cece,rhe 
andareynprofitable for any good increaſe : butthereare weeds, angre- 
other cornes which are bigger and fairer then the reſt, OT 
which (no doubt) God by nature hath ordained for ms 
oodand great increale : and therefore ſecing you haue to doe all this 
o much lciſure, you may ſpend more time in picking 94i<rve God 
our Seede, corne after corne, if you thinke good. But bring agood 
indeed the beſt way and moſt ſpecdie is to put the corne increale. 
intoatub of water,and ſo the moſt heauie cone will ſoo- +4,1.q ,ay* 
neſt ſinke to the bottome, and the lighteſt (with other romake choiſe 
ſceedes which were wontto be ſowen)you may take pre- *fyour icede. 
ſentlieaway : for els ina ſmall timethe lighter will alſo 
finke, by taking water to make it heauie alſo. But you 
muſt doe this butalittle before you intend to ſow'it, and 
in doing whereof you may helpe your Seed corne verie 
much, as it were with a dunging,as I myſelfe haue done 
my Seede barlie. When the yeere hath prooued drie at 
Barlie ſeed time,I hane cauſed certaine wortting fattes or 
rubs, vſed for Malting,to be filled with water,and cauſed 
Cow dungand Pigeon dung to be put into theſame wa- 
ter,ſtirring it together,and it hath ſtooda day ortwo, but 
thelongerthe berter, with often ſtirring it. Then haneT 
let or powred out the ſame water from the dung,and put 
it into other cleane veſſels : and then I put in'my Seede 
all day andall night, and the'hext day tooke it out and 
laid itvypon a flooreto dry itfitto handle,and caſtabroad 
by ſowing. And trulie that Barlic hath ſhot an care as 
ſooneas other that was cow I fourrecne —_ 
2 Ore 
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fore it. Whereof (in my opinion) one great commoditic 
dooth follow, in that the corne (ſpeciallie Barlic) atthat 
time of the yeere commeth away ſo ſpeedehic, that it out 
groweth all the weedes, who arethe chicfe and deadlic 
enemies to all corne, Thus the corne may flouriſh and 
be maſter of the field, like a braue Capraine : for ſo no 
doubt hee gerteth betterroote to begin the world with, 
and more heart to continue and bring foorth increaſe 
more aboundantlie, when it hath at firſt gotten the ſtart 
and ypper hand of his mortall enemies. This P_s 

and watring worke is fitteſt tobe performed by the goo 
One hundres Wite,and her maides,and childrenat home,and our hun- 
and rwentic dred and twentie daies that wee ſpared from plowing,as 
daies yet ipa* aforeſaid, yet giueth more time tothe good manand his 
=_ os. Ploughmen with their Tecmes to fetch Marle of Chalk, 
inrich:heir orofany other kind of ſoile,fit for the condition of their 
—— . land,if it be poflibleto be had, as no doubt it is in moſt 
'" places,thoughin ſome they may _ to goe farrefor 
1t : butin fixe or ſeuen weekes(part of the forefaid time)a 
Teeme will carrie much,though itbefarreto fetch. Fur- 
ther alſothoſe that haue ſower barren colde grounds, 
may in this timeall by leiſure, follow the example of the 
Corniſh and Deuonſhire men, that beate and burne 
their land, which no doubrisan excellent peece ofgood 
Husbandrie, and now vied by good Husbands in manie 
places of Englandand Wales. And whereof Cornewall 
A commends- and Deuon hath fo taſted the benefit, that whereas of 
non of ©2106 Late time Cornewall was wont to haue moſt of their 
vonſhirc, bread-corne by ſea from other countries, now by this 
meanes they haue great plentic to ſpare, and ſend 0- | 
uer much by ſea into other countries. There will bema- 
nic. other, profitable;workes found out by manic good 
Husbands to keepe their people and qr 


— F10wIny and yertmy of (orne. 
if it pleaſe them, and ſuch as haue a better minde to 
vie the Spadeto ſettheir Corne : and ſo by ence 
ſhall finde much better increaſe, which I will not de- 
nie, but it may be ſo; nor diſcommend the induſtri- 
ous inucntion and practiſe of the Spade, and ſpeci- The Plow and 
allic for ſetting of poore people to worke, which in- be Spateve- 
deede isa matter of great regard, which by no meanes & ailow each 
I would hinder : for as in this action by ſetting of 2thers worke 
Corne, the chicfe and principall reſpe& is the fauin —_ 
of ſuch a goodlie deale of Seede Gomes yeerelie fo quireth. 
fondlic caſt away, as before is ſhewed fo fpeciallie by 
ſetting of Corne the pooreſt and moſt miſerable people, 
that can otherwiſe earne little or nothing, ſhall now 
be ſet to worke, becauſe they are beſt cheape to be hired, 
andareas well able to performe this worke as the luſtie 
labourers, that ſometime in ſome countries no reaſo- 
nable wages will intertainc them : theſe are. fit for rich | -— 
men,and to be imployed in rich land, where theowners:ces neere 

y hauc rich crops to pay ſuch great wages to ſuch — 
pip labourers and ſeruants, that will ſerue and worke 
where they liſtand haue what wages they liſt, andthe 
doe what they liſt, make what lawes and ſtatutes her Ma=- 
teſtic, her Councell and the Parliament can deuile :.F 
meane ſuch ſeruants as intend not to ferue their maſters. 
faithfullic for their maſters profit, but tor their owne, a- 
monegſt whom there are manie theeues, which ſome 
Gentlemen, Farmers and other, with their wives and 
children haue dearcly paid for, to their grear and impor- 
table loſſeand hindrance. This. proud kinde of ſlouens 
and fluts, which ſome maſters haue and doe keepe front 
the halter, hauc no necd to be pitied, but rather robe pu- 
niſhed. And ſuch maſters whom ir pleaſeth God'to blefſe Arevardive 
witha good {cruant, let him be accompred as precious gouy ſeroans 
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tewell.,and vicd with due reſj him his wages tru- 
le, and lcaue him not a ——_—_ on Ir is the Lord the 
great Maſter his commaundement by the wiſe Salomon, 
as you may reade in his Prouerbes. As touching the In- 
ſtruments to bee employed about ſetting of Corne, al- 
thoughI mightleaue cuerie man to his owne inuention, 
or refterre them to Maſter Plats booke, whoſe inſtructions 
in many things I doe commend : yet becauſe it may be 
thatall men hauenotthat booke, and deſire ſome inſtru- 


Rion,thereforeI will recitean example of his, which he 


beſt commendeth, which is a boord of three foote in 
length, or thercabouts, and twelue or tenne inches in 
breadth, hauing diuers holes bored therein,according to 
ſuch diſtanceas euerie particular man dooth beſt fanſie, 
through each of which holesa woodden dipper or pin 
to be thruſt into theground, being of the bignes of ones 
finger, and of three or foure inches in'length, having a 
ſhoulder or crofle-pin to keepe one ſelfe ſame certaintic 
inthedepthofcach hole. Now my inuention is to haue 
two boords of ſome two foote broad euerie where,and 
in the middle a ſtaffe or handle ſet faſt to remoue them: 
or if any doe like better to haue them one foote broad, 
and two orthree foot long,and in cucrie of thoſe boords 
oneor two ſtaues or handles, of ſome two foote high ſer 
faſt to remooue them, and alſo to leane vpon for their 
worſhips eaſe : but forthis matter of making of holes, I 
muſt & with you maſter Scholler, 7 pr« ie to pref this 
argument no further, being no part of my profeſsion, but leaue 
itto them thatſhall vſe and praQtiſe this inuention. Only 
this I doe aduiſe that euerie man doe well conſider the 

ualitie of his owne ground, if it bee exceeding ranke, 

oure or flue inches diſtance, but moſt commonly three 
or fourc inchesis likely to be moſt fit, and two or _— 
inches 
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on themſelues, their poore neighbours, and the whole 
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inches deepe,as the ground is heauie or light. And pon 
nk £ ſometime Ng whic X 
poſe this boorde and this handle or two be verie fit to 
thruſt downe the clods. Theſe boords are to be direted 
by aline, to keepea ſtreight courſein ſetting, hauing al- 
waiesa Rake with thicke teeth and a broad head, which 
at one pull will ſufficiently fill allthe holes. And for ex- 
ample, to ſuch as are verie ſimple, it is thought good toſer 
downe the order of making of the holes in euerie boord, 
as the ſame holes ſhall be of diſtance more or lefſſe : as if 
your boord be tenne inches broad and three foote long, 
and your holes fiue inches diſtance,there muſt bee two 
rowes of holes and ſeuen holes in a row,andat cuery end 
and ſide there muſt be two inches and more left, and for 


euery ſcantling ordiſtance,whether itbe three, foure, or 
fiue inches, leaue alwaics the outſide and the ends halfe 
the diſtance or leſle in euerieboord,and ſo it will makea- 


true continuance of one ſcantling throughout all the 

worke. But if this labourby writing and printing be loſt 

in thebehalfe —_— and ſetting,and that men ſhuld 
ilfullie blind to deſpiſe Gods bleflings y 


Common-wealth : yetit is to be wiſhed that where men 
are ſo obſtinatclie addicted to old cuſtome, they would 


yet follow the olde prouerbe, which ſaith, 1 Hirile land © 


well tild, a little houſe well fild, and i little wife well wild, no 

doubt but his little land would be as profitable for his 

purſe,as his little good wife comfortable to his minde. 
Thus I draw'to an end.,defiringthe reader to take ſome 


yiew of ſuch benefitsas this ation of plowing and 


ſerting may (by Gods mercie) bring to this our Coun- 
tric. And1leauetheſucceſſera, Gods good bleſsing. And 


- firſt (here I fay) the plowing taketh hm 
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and chargeable worke of the Spade, which made ſettin 
of corne ſeeme vnprofitable, and vnpoſſible to — 
borers and people ſufficient to dreſſe and ſer fiftie Acres, 
of three thouſand ina Pariſh,as the aduerſe booke ſuppo- 
ſeth. This now by plowingand ſerting is prooued that 
euerie third Acre may beet inall places throughout her 
Maicſties Dominions. Secondly, it prooucth plowing 
and ſetting to beleſle chargeable then plowing and ſow- 
ing : Thirdly,wee haue prooued that this may be done 
by the ordinaric familie of moſt men, with ſome helpe of 
two or three of his pooreſt neighbours, old men and wo- 
Prouifion for men,poore children, lame and diſtreſſed ſouldiers, that 
lamefouldiers now can haueno worke fortheir living. Fourthly, I ſay 
children. This,theſe poore people (that indeede ought to'bee kept 
This benefitis from a ſtaruing kinde of life in ſoplentitull a Countrice - 
_ ry as England is, by the wealthie inhabitants of eueric Pa- 
riſh, ro whom now they are both chargeable and grie- 
uous) by this good meanes they may be kept from hun- | 
gecr,cold, nakednes, and idlenes, breeding monſtrous vi- 
ces againſt God, her Maieſtic, and this preſent — ta 
- State ; deſeruing whipping and hanging, to the ſpoile of 
their bodies,& perill of their ſoules. Fiftly,it ſaueth great 
abundance of thel beſt corne, growing within her Maie- 
ſties Dominions, which now 1s yeerly caſt away and loſt 
by ſowmeg, or rather buryingit too deepe vnder furrow, 
or lying too ſhallow aboue furrow,for Crowes and Mice 
and other vermine to deuoure from the poore people. 
Sixtly, it ſpareth two on of the land, that is, of thine 
Acres twentie may be ſpared to licand reſt to gather hart 
fora while, and after when it is plowed againe it will 
bring forth increaſe of corneabundantly,as all m&know. 
Scucnrthly, it will-increaſe great ſtore of/paſture'in. the 


common fields, to the reliefe-of all catteI}; and ay | 
| cre. 
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there may bekeptboth greater numberand better ſheep Two hundred 


' both for growth, wooll and ſoundnes, that by th Fargo 
' meanes, being plentifullic fed, will — the poore dunga fould 


mans fould,and alſo they wil dung his land much better, >< then 
to thelike increaſe of win in c—_ abundance, Eight- _ _ 
ly, it will ſaue great quantities of Hey and Corne for fungetly keps 
horſemeate, which now. is ſpent vpon poore working 
cattell tired to death, with great ſtore of worke vpon 
much tillage of barren land: ſo that when by this meanes 
great quantities of grafſe and hey is ſaued from working 
cattell, then greater ſtore may be reſcrued to the fatting 
of cattell; ſo that Gendemen, Farmers, and other houſe- 
holders'may feede many of their owne Oxen, Cowes 
and Shcepe fat,and need notgo ſo often to the Butchers, 
and then their Kine will giue much more milke to make 
Butterand Cheeſe, when they are much better fed with 
graſſe and hey plentifullie: and of theſe it will come to 
paſſe that their bacon Hogges ſhall be fed fat with their 
whey of their Kine, and with the corne that the worki 
cattell were wont to cate vp, and then ſhall thoſe houſe- 
holders haueleſſeneede of the Markets for their houſe- 
hold prouiſton,which will be a meanes to bring downe 
the price of all fleſh (fit to be eaten)and of white meate, 
that the poore Artificers and labourers may cate their vi- 
cuals better cheape. Ninthly,itwil bea notable meanes 
to ouerthrow the wicked depopulation of the Lordes 
cople,her Maieſties louin ſibteds,who haue bin moſt 
mentably driuen out of their habitations, and diuers 
townes and villages, ouerthrowne by incloſures, which 
yet continue, and rather will increaſe, notwithſtandin 
the great care and order taken by her Maieftic, and the 
eat officers of her Kingdomes in the high Court of 
arliament, as appeareth by an a& made of purpoſe a- 
E gainſt 
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eainft the ſame. Tenthly, it will breede and faue ſuch 
plentic of corne in England,by Gods helpe, thatwe may 
ſpare greatquantities to be 2 pony withoutany pre- 
indicc,but rathergreat good toall our Engliſh nation of 
all ſorts, as well poore as rich, to the great increaſe of the 
treaſuric of this Realme,the maintenance of our Engliſh 
Nauie, Shipping and Marriners, with prouiſion of vi- 


forScafaring tuals for her Maieſties ſouldiers and Armies, by Seaand 


men, ler them 


__—_— 


by Land,to the feare and terror of all forreine enemies. 
Theſe and many other excellent bencfits (no doubt) 
would follow this good kinde of Husbandrie, which de- 
ſerueth a more learned handling then I can fay, or doe 
ofeſſe to be in me. Ifany man doe thinke this worke to 
needleſle, for that there is alreadie ſufficiently written 
informer bookes: I anſwere,that to my knowledge there 
is none that hath hitherto written of the plowing and 
ſetting of Corne; neither doeT perceiue the people ſo 
inſtructed, but rather moſt ignorant,and greatnumbers 
doe vtterly proteſt againſtthe praQtiſe,as an idle noueltie, 
being lately diſcouraged by this Pamphlet, called God 
ſpeede the Plough. Now the Almightie bleſſe all good 


husbands in Husbandrie, and graunt a bleſſing to this 


mine endeuour, to his glorie, the honour of our Prince, 
the comfort of the poore,and the generall good ofall the 
Land. 
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TWEENE PLOWING AND 


SOWING OF THREE ACRES 
ofland.aftcrthe old faſhion,and plowing 
and _— of one Acre after the man- 
ner declared in this Booke, 


And firſt for the Charge. 


HE rent of three Acres in-moſt places is 4 
worth ſome fiue _—_ an Acre.The land, 
according to the vie 0 


beareth Corne the other, and ſo the Farmer payeth two 
yeeres rent before hee hath his crop, which rent com- 
meth to thirtie ſhillings. 

Theplowing of theſe, if it bee well done,and as moſt 
grounds require,cuery Acre fouretimes,which is wwelue 
plowings, at two ſhillings cuery time commeth to foure 
and twentic ſhillings. 

The dunging of theſe three Acres with ſome twelue 
or fourtcene loade vpon cuery Acre, andis for three A- 
cres ſome fortie loade, atfixe pencea loade,ſpread vpon 
the land,amounterh to twentieſhillings. 

The ſecede that will ſow it is vſually two buſhelsand a 
halfe of Wheate or Rye for cuery Acre, which is ſeuen 
buſhelsand a halfeat Hureſhillings thebuſhel,commeth 
to thirtie ſhillings. 
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the common fields, pay great 
doth lie ſommer fallow the firſt yeere, and ** 
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The weeding, reaping,and other charges in two yeers, 
though vncerraine, yet forexample ten ſhillings. Thus 
two yeeres rent and charges commeth to fiue pound 
fourteene ſhillings. 

The vſuall increaſe in the common fields barren land, 
hauing ſo little help with dung, is but two quarters vpon 
an Acre : but allow twentie buſhels to ſtop a wranglers 
mouth, which is for three Acres ſeucn quarters and a 
halfe, rated at foure ſhillings a buſhcll, thirtie two ſhil- 
lings the quarter, commeth to twelue poundes. Out of 
which if you take the charge aforeſaid, there remaineth 
tothe Farmer for his ſtock;ſixe pound ſixe ſhillings. And 
ſo forcuery one of thoſe Acres,allowing ſo good increaſe 
and fo greata price,the profitis twoand fortie ſhillings. 

Thenletvs ſee what profit one Acre,being well —_ 
ed,well dunged,and orderly ſet,will yeeld,and fo for the 
charge of one Acre. Therentof one Acre,atthe price a- 
foreldid,which was fiue ſhillings an Acre,for two yecres 
ten ſhiſlings. The plowing fiue times for this one Acre, 
ifneede be,ten ſhillings. The dunging with fortic loade 
vpon this Acre at ſixe pence a loade, twentie ſhillings. 
The ſeedeto ſerthis one Acre; halfe a buſhcll, two ſhil- 
lings. The ſetting of this Acre, one man at eight pence a 
day, and ſome foure poore peopleat foure penceaday, 
will ſetthis Acre in ſomeſixedates, and all their wages is 
twelue ſhillings. The weeding, reaping, and other char- 
gcs,threc ſhillings foure pence. Theſumme of the char- 
ges commeth to ſeuen and fiftic ſhillings toure pence. 

This Acreſo wel tilled, with three times.as much dung 
a5 any one of the other, with excellent ſeede and orderly 
{etakthough we cannot promiſe thirtie or twentic quar- 
ters, yet we may haueſeuen or eight quarters vpon an A- 
cre,which is viuallypon very good land, which 
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ted at foure fillings, as the other, commeth to twelue 
pound ſixteeneſhillings. Out of whichalſo if you take 
the cy which is fiftie ſeuen ſhillings foure pence, 


_ therewill remaine nine = eighteene ſhillings eight 
"peace, And fothis one Acre exceedeth the other three 


profits, with halfe the ſtock,the ſumme of three pound 
twelue ſhi eh pence. But ſuppoſe the foreſaid 
wrangler will notallow eight quarters vpon an Acre,yet 
ſer downe ſome fiue quarters, which commeth to fiue 
pound two ſhillings eight pence, the charges deducted, 
yetdoth it exceede any one of the other by ſome three 
pound and eight pence. | 

Some part of this great profits I would haue beſtowed 
vpon the poore to weede this one Acre, in March or A- 
prill, or ſometime before the Corne be too high, to pull 
vp the weedes by the rootes, and then you ſhall ſee the 
Corne flouriſh : keepe downe the weedes, and haueno 
more neede of weeding inthis ſeaſon. 

Nowa word or two to incourage a poore man that 
hath a wife and three or foure children, that often wan- 
teth worke in ſome countries, yea though he be weake, 
ſickly or lame, yet he may ſer Corne with his familie, and 
haue ſufficient to ſerue his houſe: therefore let them fall 
to work cheerefully this next ſeaſon,and praife the Lord, 
for his mercie endureth for euer. 
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